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people, entrepreneurs, and others from 
having an opportunity to own media. It 
will certainly lessen the diversity of 
thought, shaping the opinions, and will 
certainly almost completely devastate 
community values and community con-
trols. 

I daresay that certainly what is hap-
pening on the national stage and inter-
national stage is important, but is it 
not important knowing what happened 
to a parent’s Little League son and 
how he performed, or what is hap-
pening in the board of education? 

I urge Members to join with me in 
sponsoring a bill that will overturn 
this FCC ruling, the Byrd-Dingell bill. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
AMERICAN FLAG 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my support for the 
American flag. For more than 200 
years, the American flag has been the 
symbol of our Nation’s strength and 
unity. It has been a source of pride and 
inspiration for millions of citizens. It 
has been a prominent icon in our na-
tional history. 

To the colonists, it represents the 
free country for which they fought. For 
the Jewish people in World War II, it 
simply symbolized survival. For Afri-
can Americans, they view the flag as 
the promise of a time when all men 
will be treated equally. Now it symbol-
izes a new day in Iraq. 

So many brave men and women sac-
rificed their lives to protect the prin-
ciples for which it stands, a flag that 
embodies justice, democracy and, most 
of all, freedom. The American flag de-
serves to fly proudly throughout Amer-
ica. 

f 

FCC MEDIA OWNERSHIP DECISION 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my concerns over the FCC’s deci-
sion to relax media ownership rules. 
The new regulations would allow a sin-
gle company to own 45 percent of 
media that reaches United States 
households, instead of the current 35 
percent. 

As it stands now, there are only a 
handful of media companies that we 
get to see, that we see, that we hear, 
and that we can read. When we do this, 
there will be an even smaller number of 
media companies owning a larger share 
of the media market.
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And that moves us dangerously close 
to a monopoly-like situation in the 
mass media business. One of the great-
est things about our country is free-
dom of press and freedom of speech. 
That is what our Constitution has in it. 
Under these new regulations, we are 
moving toward limiting the informa-

tion that citizens get to see because 
there will be fewer points of view 
brought forward because there are 
fewer companies. Congress should take 
a closer look at this. 

f 

DO NOT LEAVE CHILDREN AND 
VETERANS BEHIND 

(Mr. STRICKLAND asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, this 
Congress has passed and the President 
has signed into law a tax cut that 
takes care of the millionaires but 
leaves many of our children and our 
veterans behind. Right today, young 
Americans are serving this Nation in 
Iraq with young children waiting for 
them here at home. And ironically, 
many of those children will not receive 
any benefit from the child tax credit 
that was contained in that tax bill. 

Think of that. Young Americans 
fighting for this country and their chil-
dren are going to be left out of the ben-
efit. Not only children, but veterans 
are getting the shaft. It is shameful, it 
is shameful that we would drive this 
country into debt, take care of our mil-
lionaires, and leave our children and 
our veterans behind. It is time for the 
people of this country, Mr. Speaker, to 
wake up and realize what is happening.

f 

CLOWN CAR TAX POLICY 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the 
Leave No Child Behind President re-
cently signed into law the third largest 
tax cut in history. But the tax bill was 
really like one of those clown cars you 
see at the circus. Because of the budget 
gimmicks, the Republicans squeezed 
nearly a trillion dollars in tax cuts 
into something that only looked big 
enough to hold $350 billion. 

The whole tax bill was a big mas-
querade and the Congress participated 
in the party. While pressing for these 
tax cuts, President Bush declared, My 
jobs and growth plan will reduce tax 
rates for everyone. Everyone, I empha-
size, who pays income tax. That is 
wrong. 

In fact, 8.1 million lower- and middle-
class Americans who paid billions of 
dollars in income tax will receive no 
tax reduction whatsoever; 36 percent of 
American households, 50 million house-
holds, in the United States will receive 
no benefit whatsoever. 

Now, if I wonder where the next 
clown will pop up, maybe it will be in 
the White House.

f 

TAX BILL ROBS MILITARY 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. FILNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, there they 
go again. When the Republicans are 
faced with a choice of helping million-
aires with tax credits or giving low-in-
come people some help they need with 
the same tax credits, they choose the 
millionaires every time. 

Once again, the President, and the 
President’s bill, and the Republicans 
have robbed millions of low-income 
families of the child tax credit that has 
long been part of the bill. What some 
might not realize is that a large num-
ber of low-income military families, 
that is right, military families, will be 
affected by this change. These are men 
and women who have been serving 
overseas, enduring economic hardship 
in order to protect our country. But by 
this shameful act of the majority that 
we should address immediately, they 
will not be able to get the same tax 
benefit that a millionaire will get. 

It is offensive to say, it is offensive 
to say to the people of this Nation that 
we can afford to give huge tax credits 
to millionaires, but cannot come up 
with a few hundred dollars to help low-
income military families who have sac-
rificed so much and need this money 
the most. I hope the sanity of this 
House will restore those tax credits. 

f 

ABSTINENCE EDUCATION 

(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remind my col-
leagues of the devastating effect of sex-
ual activity on our Nation’s youth. 

Just today the Heritage Foundation 
released a new report entitled ‘‘Sexu-
ally Active Teenagers Are More Likely 
to Be Depressed And to Attempt Sui-
cide.’’ In this study, Robert Rector, 
Kirk Johnson, and Lauren Noyes out-
lined the psychological and emotional 
aspects associated with teenage sexual 
activity. 

The data shows that there is a real 
correlation between teen sexual activ-
ity and depression and even between 
sexual activity and suicide in the ages 
of 14 through 17. Sexually active teen-
age girls are three times more likely to 
be depressed than their classmates who 
are abstinent. Sexually active boys in 
their teens are more than twice as like-
ly to be depressed. Furthermore, 14 per-
cent of sexually active teenage girls re-
port having attempted suicide, a three-
fold increase over their peers who are 
abstinent. 

This report demonstrates the value 
of abstinence education. 

f 

TAX CUT LEAVES MANY FAMILIES 
OUT IN THE COLD 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 
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